MOBILE HOME DEALER REGULATION
CHAPTER 39-01
DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL PROVISIONS
SUBSECTION 25 OF SECTION 39-01-01

25. *“"House car” means a motor vehicle which has been reconstructed or manufac-
tured primarily for private use as a temporary or recreational dwelling and having
at least four of the following permanently installed systems:

a. Cooking facilities.
b. Icebox or mechanical refrigerator.

c. Potable water supply including plumbing and a sink with faucet either self-
contained or with connections for an external source, or both.

d. Self-contained toilet or a toilet connected to a plumbing system with connec-
tion for external water disposal, or both.

e. Heating or air-conditioning system, or both, separate from the vehicle engine
or the vehicle engine electrical system.

f. A 110-115 volt alternating current electrical system separate from the vehicle
engine electrical system either with its own power supply or with a connection
for an external source, or both, or a liquefied petroleum system and supply.

CHAPTER 39-18
MOBILE HOME DEALER REGULATION

39-18-01. Mobile home dealer’s license — Fees — Dealer’s plates. No person, partner-
ship, corporation, or limited liability company may engage in the business of buying, selling,
or exchanging of mobile homes or travel trailers, or advertise or hold oneself or itself out to the
public as being in the business of buying, selling, or exchanging of mobile homes or travel trail-
ers without first being licensed to do so as hereinafter provided.

Application for dealer’s license and renewal license must be made to the department
on such forms as the department prescribes and furnishes, and the application must be accom-
panied by an annual fee of thirty-five dollars for which must be issued one dealer plate. A deal-
er’s license expires on December thirty-first of each year, and application for renewal of a deal-
er’s license must be made on or before the expiration of the current dealer’s license.

A mobile home dealer’s license must be issued only to those who will maintain a perma-
nent office and place of business, and an adequate service department, during the licensing
year, and will abide by all the provisions of law pertaining to mobile home dealers.

In addition, the dealer shall maintain that person’s business records in one central location.

Upon the payment of the fee of ten dollars for each additional plate, the department shall
register and issue dealer’s license plates for use on any mobile homes owned by the licensed
dealer, and the mobile homes bearing the dealer’s license plates may be lawfully operated
upon the public highways of the state of North Dakota by the dealer, and the dealer’s agents
and servants, during the year of the registration. A dealer’s license plates expire on December
thirty-first of each year.

The term “mobile home” as used in this chapter includes and has the same meaning as
“housetrailer”, and both terms have the meaning prescribed in subsection 82 of section
39-01-01. The term “travel trailer” as used in this chapter has the meaning as prescribed in sec-
tion 39-01-01.



Any mobile home dealer licensed under the provisions of this chapter may sell house
cars without being licensed under the provisions of chapter 39-22. A mobile home dealer plate
displayed on a house car must be displayed on the rear of the vehicle.

39-18-02. Bond required. Before the issuance of a mobile home dealer’s license, as
provided by law, the applicant for such license shall furnish a surety bond executed by the ap-
plicant as principal and executed by a surety company licensed and qualified to do business
within the state of North Dakota, which must be in the amount of ten thousand dollars, and be
conditioned upon the faithful compliance by said applicant as a dealer, if such license be issued
to the dealer, that such dealer will comply with all the laws of the state of North Dakota pertain-
ing to such business, and regulating or being applicable to the business of said dealer as a
dealer in mobile homes, and indemnifying any person dealing or transacting business with
such dealer in connection with any mobile home from any loss or damage occasioned by the
failure of such dealer to comply with the provisions of the laws of the state of North Dakota,
including the furnishing of a proper and valid certificate of title to the vendee of a mobile home
within fifteen days of the sale of such mobile home, and to the vendee of a travel trailer as de-
fined by section 57-55-01 within fifteen days of the sale of such travel trailer, and that such bond
must be filed with the director prior to the issuance of the license herein provided for. Provided,
however, that the aggregate liability of the surety to all such persons for all such losses or dam-
ages may, in no event, exceed the amount of such bond. Any third party sustaining injury within
the terms of the bond may proceed against the principal and surety without making the state
a party to any such proceedings.

39-18-02.1. Disposition of fees. Fees from registration of dealers must be deposited
with the state treasurer and credited to the motor vehicle registration fund.

39-18-03. Titling and licensing of mobile homes, housetrailers, and travel trailers
— License fee. The owner of a travel trailer, housetrailer, or mobile home, who sells or transfers
the title to such vehicle shall endorse an assignment and warranty of title upon the certificate
of title for such vehicle, along with a statement as to whether there are liens or encumbrances
thereon. The owner shall deliver the certificate of title to the purchaser within fifteen days after
such sale if title passes to the purchaser. If the legal title does not pass to the purchaser under
the contract for sale of the vehicle, the legal title owner shall endorse thereon a statement that
the owner holds the lien, the date thereof, and the name of the purchaser, and shall send the
certificate of title to the department with an application of the purchaser for a new certificate
of title showing the name of the legal owner, the registered owner, the date of the lien of the
legal owner, which certificate of title when issued must be returned by the department to the
legal title owner; who shall retain the same in the owner’s possession until the terms of the contract
are complied with by the purchaser, and thereupon, after showing that the lien has been paid
and satisfied the owner shall deliver the certificate of title properly assigned to the purchaser.
The purchaser or transferee shall present the endorsed and assigned certificate to the depart-
ment, within thirty days after the receipt thereof, accompanied by a transfer fee of five dollars,
and shall make an application for and obtain a new certificate of title for such vehicle. A penalty
of not more than ten dollars may be imposed by the director for failure to present the certificate
of title to the department as required by this section. Except when transported by a drive-away
transporter duly registered and licensed under the laws of this state, no person may haul a mo-
bile home, housetrailer, or travel trailer unless the same is first registered with and titled by the
department, a certificate of title has been issued, and it displays a number plate issued by and
under such regulations as the director may prescribe. The annual fee for such licensing is
twenty dollars for mobile homes and housetrailers and twenty dollars for travel trailers.

The registration required hereunder must be on a calendar-year basis.

If such mobile home, housetrailer, or travel trailer enters the state carrying the current
number plate of another state, no number plates may be required by the state of North Dakota
for a period of thirty days.



The annual license fee provided for in this section does not preclude the taxation of cer-
tain mobile homes pursuant to chapter 57-55.

If such mobile home, housetrailer, or travel trailer remains stationary or parked within the
state of North Dakota for a period of one year, no license may be required for that year, provided
that nothing in this chapter permits the use of a dealer’s plate on such mobile home, housetrail-
er, or travel trailer after the same has been sold by the dealer to whom such plate was issued.

39-18-04. Safety devices and requirements. Any new mobile home sold in the state
of North Dakota and licensed under the provisions of this chapter must be equipped with com-
bination taillight and stoplight controlled and operated from the driver’s seat of the propelling
vehicle; such mobile home must further be equipped with brakes approved by the department,
designed and capable of bringing to a stop such vehicle and mobile home within a distance
of fifty feet [15.24 meters] when operated at a speed of twenty miles [32.19 kilometers] per hour.
No person may drive any mobile home on the highways of this state unless the propelling ve-
hicle is able to stop within the distance and in the manner prescribed herein.

Any new mobile home sold in the state of North Dakota and licensed under the provi-
sions of this chapter must be equipped with a hitch or coupler which will comply with the regula-
tions as established by the interstate commerce commission.

39-18-06. Suspension or revocation of dealer’s license. The department may sus-
pend or revoke any dealer’s license for failure of the licensee to comply with any of the laws
of the state of North Dakota governing mobile home dealers, or for failure to comply with the
reasonable rules and regulations of the department set up under chapter 28-32, but no order
suspending or revoking a dealer’s license may be made before a hearing at which the licensee
must be given an opportunity to be heard.

39-18-07. Penalty. Any person violating a provision of this chapter for which a penalty
is not specifically provided is guilty of a class B misdemeanor.

39-18-08. Sales by real estate broker or salesperson of used mobile home — Penalty.
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person licensed as a real estate broker or sales-
person may sell or offer to sell, buy or offer to buy, solicit prospective purchasers of, solicit or
obtain listings of, or negotiate the purchase, sale, or exchange of any used mobile home. For
the purposes of this section, a used mobile home is a mobile home which has been previously
sold by a mobile home dealer. Any person, including a person licensed as a real estate broker
or salesperson, who obtains a listing for the sale or exchange of a used mobile home which
is located in a mobile home park, as defined in section 23-10-01, shall provide notice of such
listing within seven days after the listing is obtained, in writing, to the owner or operator of the
mobile home park.

No real estate broker who engages in the activities authorized by this section may main-
tain any place of business where two or more mobile homes are displayed and offered for sale
by the broker, unless the broker is also licensed as a mobile home dealer pursuant to this chap-
ter. A person who violates this section is guilty of an infraction.

CHAPTER 39-10
GENERAL RULES OF THE ROAD

39-10-52.2. Riding in housetrailer. No person may be on or inside a housetrailer while
it is being moved upon a public highway. Such prohibition does not apply to fifth-wheel ve-
hicles, which are defined as mobile homes, mounted on single or tandem axles, coupled by
a fifth-wheel hitch to and pivoting on a mount located immediately above or in front of the rear
axle of a motor vehicle other than a passenger car.



